
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 Conference Agenda 

WELCOME AND REGISTRATION 
 

TIME 
 

EVENT 
 

WHERE 

GENERAL SESSION 

ROOM 
EXHIBIT HALL 

 
 

7:30—7:50 am 

 
Registration & Continental Breakfast 

 
Note: You must be Registered & Checked-in to receive CEUs 

 

 
For ALL 

Librarians 

 

 
 

7:50—8:00 am 

 
 

General Session / President’s Welcome 
 
 

 
For ALL 

Librarians 

 

SESSION INFO 
 

TIME 
 

EVENT 
 

LOCATION(S): PRESENTER(S) 
WHERE 

GENERAL SESSION 

ROOM 
EXHIBIT HALL 

 
 

8:00—9:20 am 

 
 

Session A / Exhibits 
 
 

 
Oxford: Ally Watkins 
 
Pearl & Hattiesburg:  
MS Library Commission Staff 

 
Elementary 

School 
Librarians 

 

 
Middle & High 

School and 
Public 

Librarians 
 

 
 

9:20—10:40 
am 

 
 

Session B / Exhibits 

 
Oxford: Alex Watson 
 
Pearl & Hattiesburg:  
MS Library Commission Staff 
 

 
Middle & High 

School and 
Public 

Librarians 
 

 
Elementary 

School 
Librarians 

 
10:40-11:50 

am 
 

 
Librarians are Teachers, 
too…the impact of being 

an Impact! 
 

 
 

All Locations: Cedric Threatt 

 
For ALL 

Librarians 
 

 

 
11:50 am-

Noon 
 

 
 

Door Prizes 

 
All Locations: Charlotte Wilson  
& Suzanne Lewis 
 

 
For ALL 

Librarians 

 

 
 

12:00-1:20 pm 
 

 
 

Lunch 

 
 

All Locations 

 
On Your Own 

For ALL Librarians 
 

 
1:20-2:30 pm 

 

 
Copyright, Recycling, & 

Assessments 

 
All Locations: Elizabeth Simmons 

 
For ALL School 

Librarians 
 

 

 



 Conference Exhibitors 
Show your appreciation to the vendors that made MS LAMP possible  

by visiting with them during your group’s scheduled time in the Exhibit Hall! 

 
 

Ahava Publishing, LLC 
Cedric & Sharmon Threatt 
65 Twisted Oak Cir., Odenville, AL 35120 
Cell: (205) 213-8472 
Email: cl3tt@windstream.net 
Website: www.cedricthreatt.com 
Ahava Publishing, LLC specializes in books by author, consultant, and speaker, Cedric “the 
Edu-tainer” Threatt. For almost two decades, Cedric has been presenting at schools and 
conferences throughout the Southeast. 

 
 

Beanstack 
Doug Blanchard 
3100 Clarendon Blvd., Suite 200, Arlington, VA 22201 
Phone: (948) 900-7359 
Email: doug@beanstack.com 
Website: www.beanstack.com 
The leading solution for motivating people to read, Beanstack uses competition, 
recognition, and proven gamification principles to grow community 
reading culture. 

 

 

Book Systems, Inc. 
Suzanne Lewis 
4901 University Sq., Ste. 3, Huntsville, AL  35816 
Phone: (800) 249-6574 ext. 6767 / Fax: (800) 230-4183 / Cell: (205) 538-1603 
Email: suzanne@booksys.com 
Website: www.booksys.com 
Book Systems is an innovative leader and provider of Platinum Award-winning Integrated 
Library System (ILS).  Atriuum, our cloud-based ILS, is the ultimate solution with many 
advanced features such as configurable user interfaces, customizable reports, mobile 
searching, & eBook resource sharing. 
 

 

Bound To Stay Bound Books 
Kevin Tuschl 
1880 W Morton, Jacksonville, IL  62650 
Phone: (800) 637-6586 / Fax: (800) 747-2872  
Email: sales@bstb.com / ktuschl@btsb.com 
Website: www.btsb.com 
We provide BTSB prebound juvenile library books with full processing and automation 
support available. We now also carry a wide array of paperback titles and Playaway audio 
books. 

 

mailto:cl3tt@windstream.net
http://www.cedricthreatt.com/
mailto:doug@beanstack.com
http://www.beanstack.com/
mailto:suzanne@booksys.com
http://www.booksys.com/
mailto:sales@bstb.com
http://www.btsb.com/


 Conference Exhibitors 
 

Burrow Library Services, Inc. 
Hawkins Educational / Jeff Vowell Library Services 
Larry & Sandi Hawkins / Jackie Vowell / Deborah Foster  
408 Turner Rd., Pell City, AL  35128 
Phone: (800) 683-5187 / Fax: (800) 853-4086 
Larry: (501) 626-8005 / Jackie: (850) 516-6119 / Deborah: (601) 297-8887 
Email: hawkinsbooknook@yahoo.com / jvowell1@aol.com / vowell4books@gmail.com 
Burrow Library Services provides library bound books, eBooks, Interactive Books, 
Databases and supplemental curriculum materials. 

 

  

Cover One, Inc. 
Keith Wilde 
624 W University Dr. # 124, Denton, TX  76201 
Phone: (800) 881-1521 / Fax: (888) 747-0174 / Cell: (214) 683-9099 
Email: sales@coverone.net 
Website: www.coverone.net 
Loose Page Book Repair Book Making System.  Repair loose pages in-house in just a few 
minutes without having to send your books out! 

 

 

Follett Content Solution 
Richie Gibson / Chad Heidingsfelder 
1340 Ridgeview Dr., McHenry, IL  60050 
Richie: (901) 292-9260 / Chad: (504) 583-1824 
emails: rgibson@follettcontent.com / cheidingsfelder@follettcontent.com 
Website: www.follettcontent.com 
Follett empowers PreK-12 educators with content, technology and services designed to 
help schools and districts reach their goals. 

 

 

Gumdrop Books 
Angela Bass / Shea Dobson 
802 N. 41st St. / P.O. Box 505, Bethany, MO 64424 
Phone: (800) 821-7199 / Fax: (601) 533-0002 
Angela: (662) 255-7768 / Shea: (228) 327-2014 
Email: wecare@gumdropbooks.com / angela.bass@gumdropbooks.com /          

shea.dobson@gumdropbooks.com 
Website: www.shop.gumdropbooks.com 
A full-service international book company, PK-12+, providing in-person visits with actual 
samples, fiction/non-fiction. Representing the most respected publishers in the industry. 
Exclusively carrying Fitzgerald Fiction. Multiple digital platforms, non-fiction eBooks. 
Celebrating 45+ years in Mississippi with exceptional service, unconditionally guaranteed. 

 

  

Junior Library Guild 
Jennifer Goulden 
7858 Industrial Parkway, Plain City, OH 43064 
Phone: (800) 325-9558 / Fax: (800) 827-3080 
Email: jgoulden@juniorlibraryguild.com 
Website: www.juniorlibraryguild.com 
Junior Library Guild is a modern and customizable collection-development service based 
on each library's unique needs, readers' interests, and budget. 

 

mailto:david4books@aol.com
mailto:jvowell1@aol.com
mailto:sales@coverone.net
http://www.coverone.net/
mailto:rgibson@follettcontent.com
mailto:cheidingsfelder@follettcontent.com
http://www.follettcontent.com/
mailto:wecare@gumdropbooks.com
mailto:angela.bass@gumdropbooks.com
mailto:shea.dobson@gumdropbooks.com
http://www.shop.gumdropbooks.com/
mailto:jgoulden@juniorlibraryguild.com
http://www.juniorlibraryguild.com/


 Conference Exhibitors 
 

 

Libraria (formerly Children's Plus, Inc.) 
Alice Stewart / Connie Quillin 
1387 Dutch American Way, Beecher, IL 60401 
Phone: (800) 230-1279 / Fax: (800) 896-7213 
Alice: (228) 861-9383 / Connie: (601) 896-8324 
Email: alicenstewart@gmail.com / cquillin@deebooks.com 
Website: www.libraria.com 
Libraria and Delaney specialize in children's and young adult books, offering the best in 
quality, service and selection. From custom collections to hand-selected feature titles, we 
bring you the best Pre-K to YA! 

 

 

Mackin 
James Taylor 
3505 County Rd. 42 W, Burnsville, MN  55306 
Phone: (952) 895-9540 / Cell: (601) 812-8985 
Email: james.taylor@mackin.com  
Website: www.mackin.com 
For over 40 years, Mackin has provided PK-12 libraries and classrooms with access to over 
4.2 million titles. The digital content management system, MackinVIA, along with the 
brand-new LMS, MackVision, help create this uniquely robust educational resource 
company. 

 

 

Perma-Bound 
Shawna Grimes / Parker Holmes / John Zeller 
617 E Vandalia Rd., Jacksonville, IL  62650 
Phone: (800) 637-6581 / Fax: (800) 551-1169 
Email: books@perma-bound.com 
Website: www.perma-bound.com 
Perma-Bound Books is a full service library book jobber. Convenient website for list creation & 
ordering, custom library processing & genre service, and collection analysis. Guarantee on 
Perma-Bound editions. 
 

 

Rainbow Book Company 
Debbie Thurmon 
PO Box 159, Crete, IL  60417 
Phone: (800) 255-0965 / Fax: (800) 827-5988 / Cell: (601) 831-5500 
Email: debbie@rainbowbookcompany.com 
Website: www.rainbowbookcompany.com 
Rainbow Book Company is a one stop shop for the best in PreK to YA fiction and  
non-fiction print and digital materials.  You will find everything you need at the end of our 
rainbow. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

mailto:alicenstewart@gmail.com
mailto:cquillin@deebooks.com
http://www.libraria.com/
mailto:james.taylor@mackin.com
http://www.mackin.com/
mailto:books@perma-bound.com
http://www.perma-bound.com/
mailto:debbie@rainbowbookcompany.com
http://www.rainbowbookcompany.com/


Conference Exhibitors 
 

Renaissance 
Connor Gray / Hilary Norwood 
219 Peach St., Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54494 
Connor: (601) 914-2583 / Hilary: (601) 914-2581   
Email: connor.gray@renaissance.com / hilary.norwood@renaissance.com 
Website: www.renaissance.com 
Renaissance is a global leader in assessment, reading, math, early literacy, and  
data-driven solutions for pre-K-12 schools and districts. We are committed to providing 
teacher-facilitated instructional delivery with resources to help students build a strong 
foundation for success. 
 

 

Smith System 
Leigh Ann Smith 
8138 Castlehill Rd., Birmingham, AL 35242 
Phone: (214) 364-1688 
Email: leighs@smithsystem.com 
Website: www.smithsystem.com 
Built to Learn - We design and build furniture exclusively for learning environments. From 
the beginning, we work alongside you to create the best spaces for teaching and learning 
- school by school, classroom by classroom. 
 

 

The University of Southern Mississippi School of Library & 
Information Science 
Dr. Mary Osborne / Stacy Creel 
118 College Dr. #5146, Hattiesburg, MS  39406 
Phone: (601) 266-4228 / Mary: (478) 278-8948 
Email: mary.a.osborne@usm.edu / stacy.creel@usm.edu 
Website: usm.edu/library-information-science 
The University of Mississippi's School of Library and Information Science is an  
ALA accredited program offering undergraduate and graduate degrees. It also hosts the  
Fay B. Kaigler Children's Literature Festival, an annual event that invites attendees to earn 
CEU credit while hearing some of the best children's authors today! 

 

 

  

mailto:connor.gray@renaissance.com
mailto:hilary.norwood@renaissance.com
http://www.renaissance.com/
mailto:leighs@smithsystem.com
http://www.smithsystem.com/
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mailto:stacy.creel@usm.edu


 Conference Presenters 
 

Alex Watson 
Research & Instruction Librarian and Associate Professor at  

The University of Mississippi Libraries 

 

Hallucinated Sources : AI Generated Citations 

An analysis of “hallucinated” (i.e., created using generative AI like ChatGPT) sources 

submitted to the University of Mississippi during spring 2023 by students with an 

emphasis on educating staff who may have to deal with information requests for 

nonexistent sources. 

 

 

 
 

 

Ally Watkins 
Research & Instruction Librarian Assistant Professor at  

The University of Mississippi Libraries 

 

What’s the Issue (or the Trade, or the Graphic Novel)?:  

Comics and Graphic Novels for Everyone 

What’s next beyond Raina Telgemeier, Dogman, and every Babymouse adventure ever 

written? Comics and graphic novels are high-interest kid-bait, and many of us can never 

keep enough on the shelves! In this session, we will discuss general tips & tricks for 

identifying and collecting comics, then highlight ways to use them in your library. And, of 

course, enthusiastically booktalk titles you may not be familiar with! 

 

 

 

Mikayla Johnson 
Magnolia Outreach Coordinator at Mississippi Library Commission 

 

Elementary Session: MAGNOLIA in the Elementary Classroom and Library 

Review the resources available specifically for Pre-K-5th grade students including 

 

 Explora 

 Britannica Fundamentals 

 Britannica School Elementary 

 

Middle/High Session: MAGNOLIA for Middle and High School Classrooms and Libraries 

Explore specialty databases curated just for grades 6-8 and grades 9-12. This includes 

 

 History Reference Center 

 Science Reference Center 

 Read It 

 LearningExpress Library with a focus on ACT and other test prep 

 

 



 

 Conference Presenters 
 

Elizabeth Simmons 
Director of Instructional Materials & Library Services at  

the Mississippi Department of Education 

 

School Library Updates: Copyright, Recycling, and Assessments - Oh My! 

Elizabeth will discuss updates for the 2024-2025 school year. The topics will include using 

assessments in the school library, recycling library books, and copyright and fair use. 

 

 

  

 

Conference Featured Presenter 

 

Cedric Threatt 
Author / Poet / Public Speaker 

 

The IMPACT of Being an IMPACT 

Our communities are only as strong and as sound as our schools, and our schools are 

only as strong and as sound as our teachers. Unfortunately, due to things like a lack of 

support, stress, conflict (with students and parents), burnout, and a loss of trust in the 

system and school administration, many of our great educators are deciding to leave the 

profession. Coaches and Counselors, Music Teachers and Media Specialists, Principals 

and Professors are leaving at an alarming rate. Cedric is on a relentless mission to 

encourage and increase teacher retention through inspiration, motivation and a whole 

lotta love. His goal is to help teachers rediscover their “WHY” and realize that none of us 

would be where we are or who we are today without them. When teachers feel 

supported and appreciated, we all win. Teachers’ well-being leads to students’ well-

being, which in turn leads to a healthy school, community, and society. See how a little 

appreciation can go a long way and not just help you make an IMPACT, but to BE an 

I.M.P.A.C.T. 

 

 

 

  



 


